THE POSITION OF THE JEWS                  195

Europe before the nineteenth century, with its violent
sectarianism and dogmatic intolerances, weighed with
an effect that we to-day can hardly appreciate not only
on the missionary mind of priests, but also uncon-
sciously on the mind and attitude of laymen. It has
left a precipitate even in those Christians who are least
aware of religious difference, which sometimes comes
to the surface in a form other than religious intoler-
ance. The traditional, or inherited prejudice against
the Jews can find present support for itself in individual
Jews, who, because they belong to a distinctive
minority, are abnormally conspicuous. A Jew in a
high position is liable to cause hostility to all Jews
either by his conduct or merely by provoking jealousy.
Thus, too, the riches of rich Jews and the poverty
of poor Jews are often responsible for the attitude
toward Jews in others.

The minority position of the Jews occupies a
permanent and fundamental place among the factors
which produce anti-Semitism. Whatever other causes
there might be, they all fit into it as in a setting. That
position is due to the dispersion and distinctiveness of
the Jews j so that these two features of the Jews* life
cause together the difficulties in the relation between
the Jews and the world. But together, too, they
constitute the uniqueness of the Jews which makes